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What is time? The 5th-century philosopher St Augustine famously said that he knew what time was,

so long as no one asked him. Is time a fourth dimension similar to space or does it flow in some

sense? And if it flows, does it make sense to say how fast? Does the future exist? Is time travel

possible? Why does time seem to pass in only one direction?These questions and others are

among the deepest and most subtle that one can ask, but "Introducing Time" presents them - many

for the first time - in an easily accessible, lucid and engaging manner, wittily illustrated by Ralph

Edney.
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Introducing Time is one of the Introducing series most popular selections. For an Introducing book it

is also one of the most detailed, thought provoking, wide-ranging and heady science volumes

around. If you want to know anything about time then Introducing Time does just that and then some

more, but be prepared for lots of difficult diverse thinking.In most cases the first 100 pages will be

more than enough for most people and the Introducing series could easily have made this book 200

pages long with that material alone but instead has condensed the opening philosophical thought on



time into a shorter amount and goes straight into Einstein, relativity, lots on time travel and a great

finish on entropy. Most of these topics are actually books in their own right such as Introducing

Relativity and Introducing Einstein so Introducing Time really is good value for money.If you are

thinking about starting a collection of science titles from the Introducing series then you would do

well to get this book or add it to your collection for two reasons. First of all, Introducing Time

includes the best explanation of Boltzmann's statistical mechanics and entropy I have read

anywhere. It could be worth it for that alone. You may not expect entropy to have such an impact on

the topic of time and that can be a very nice surprise when reading that it does. The second is really

just the breath of the coverage that time gets in this book. Even those who have read Stephen

Hawking's `A brief history of time' will come away from this one with a whole lot more than thought

possible.
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